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and personal consistency varies with the objectivity of the judg- 
ments. 

4. The results confirm the statements of others that the varia- 
bility is less at the ends of the series. This is true for both trials. 

Edith F. Mulhall. 

Barnard College. 



REVIEWS AND ABSTRACTS OF LITERATURE 

Jahrbuch der Philosophischen Gesellschaft an der Universitat zu Wien. 
Leipzig: Verlag von Ambrosius Barth. 1913. Pp. 108. 

Die Sittenlehre des Zarathustra in Rahmen der Geschichte der Sittlich- 
keit. Wolfgang Schultz. 

This paper purports to examine, in the light of its historical connec- 
tions, the essential doctrines of Mazdaism, the foundations of which are 
ascribed to Zarathustra. To Nietzsche is due the first general cognizance 
of the name of Zarathustra. Employed by him as the catchword for his 
own world view, the article maintains that this position is exactly the con- 
trary of the teachings of Mazdaism. It is owing to the general ignorance 
on this subject that such a comparison could pass unnoticed. Thus it is 
maintained that while Nietzsche is interested in expounding a doctrine 
which transcends good and evil and thereby establishing new values in the 
realm of morality, Mazdaism holds fast to these conceptions, the signifi- 
cance of which are comprehensible in their relation to the sentiments and 
needs of the Irenians. For Nietzsche, true and false are insane values; 
for Mazdaism, truth is the essential thing in the world, falsity is abso- 
lutely an evil. Again, for Nietzsche, the individual is the only object of 
concern, while Mazdaism demands public-spiritedness as an approach to 
the good. 

The above conclusions with respect to the tenets of Mazdaism are de- 
rived first by means of a comparison of the views of the Irenians (as ex- 
posed in Mazdaism) with non- Aryan ideas. Then the points of similarity 
and difference between the Aryan and Semitic views, more particularly 
those of the Sumarians, Egyptians, and Babylonians, are developed. In 
this way that which is novel in Mazdaism is brought to light, thereby per- 
mitting a better understanding of these teachings. It appears from ex- 
amination of inscriptions that the Sumarians, Babylonians, and Egyptians 
give no evidence of a conception of a world order raised to clear conscious- 
ness, but rather these nations seemed to possess a more or less rich mass 
of detached teachings. In contrast with this, common to both Indians and 
Irenians (both Arayan nations), there appears the idea of a world order 
which is identical with a moral order. The course of the world, the doings 
of man, the gods themselves are subject to this order. Piety is a corre- 
spondence with this order. 
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Die Verirrten des Cartesius und das Auxiliarmotiv. [Zur Psychologie des 

Enschlusses). Otto Neurath. 

This paper may be welcomed as a timely caution to those who are of the 
opinion that at the present time all decisions may be the result of rational 
choice. At the same time the reviewer may question the tenet of rational- 
ism that such a position is even a possible ideal. Descartes formulated pro- 
visional rules for action in cases where insight into the reasons for choice 
are denied. He believed that eventually all human actions could have a 
rational basis. The author asserts that Descartes committed a funda- 
mental error in failing to include theoretical considerations among the 
above activities. To create a world theory or a scientific system involves 
working with doubtful premises, choice between equally probable hy- 
potheses. 

But Descartes was concerned only with the manner in which one should 
carry out a resolution made upon a basis of insufficient knowledge. This 
paper considers the question of how empirically such a resolution is 
reached. The expression, " auxiliary motive," is used to express the reason 
for choice in the absence of a ground for selection inherent in any of the 
possible modes of action. This motive is simply the necessity of realizing 
some one hypothesis ; it functions in cases of hesitation. In its purest form 
this "auxiliary motive" may be recognized in the conception of fate. 
Authority (oracles, signs, prophecies), instinct, and, finally, pseudo-ration- 
alism are more highly developed phases of the same motive. But pseudo- 
rationalism, contending that at the present time it is possible to have all of 
our activities regulated by knowledge, all of our decisions determined by 
insight, is guilty either of self-delusion or hypocrisy. The chief triumph 
of rationalism is the clear recognition of the boundaries of existing knowl- 
edge. We live in the time of pseudo-rationalism, but the auxiliary motive 
is advanced as well adapted to serve as the medium between tradition and 
rationalism, signs of whose advent may now be detected. 

Uber den Begriff des Gegenstandes in Meinongs Gegenstandstheories. 

Ernst Mally. 

In view of the objection that Meinung unjustifiably extends the em- 
ployment of the concept of the object {Begriff), the author takes the op- 
portunity to examine more closely into the significance of this idea in 
Meinung's theory. First, it is maintained that the object embraces every- 
thing which is an object of thought, be it real or possible, thus including 
the abstract and the psychical. Mathematics serves to illustrate that this 
is no artificial extension of the term. But the theory does not treat the 
objects as objects of thought. One of its basal tenets is that " objects," 
as objects, are completely independent of thought. Such a construction of 
thinking as a differential, for example, is entirely independent of our 
thought of the differential. Again, existence is not essential to the object. 
Experience alone, a further judgment, can justify the qualification of 
being or existence to the object. Finally, value, which might appear to 
present great difficulty to the acceptance of this theory, may also be con- 
strued in accordance with it. Value, be it only the subjective or personal 
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value of a thing, does not inhere in the feeling of the valu . The value 
which I appreciate is not the feeling of the value. The author concludes 
with the view that the above theory of the object would protect us from a 
false metaphysics. 

Das Heimweh. Karl Schrotter. 

The phenomenon of homesickness is here selected for examination be- 
cause, as the author concludes, it proves to be a psychical phenomenon 
well worthy of consideration since it may serve as a type of what he calls 
a "mooring for the feelings" (Gefiihlsveranlcerung). The discussion is 
opportune, as increasing facilities in world-wide communication of peoples 
is rapidly causing the disappearance of this feeling. The strength and 
wide prevalence of this psychical phenomenon is attested in certain kinds 
of poetry, such as folksongs. The general theoretical question of the 
psychophysical is intentionally omitted. 

Proceeding to the analysis of the symptoms of homesickness, its rela- 
tion to anxiety is developed. The first essential characteristic of home- 
sickness is the feeling of otherness. Otherness passes into strangeness 
which is an unpleasant experience. Strangeness is related to anxiety. 
Anxiety, then, is an essential characteristic of homesickness. Now anxiety 
differs from fear in lacking a definite object. The next step in the dis- 
cussion consists in pointing out the connection of anxiety with certain 
sexual phenomena. The author accepts Freud's hypothesis to the extent 
of allowing that suppressed sexuality is converted into anxiety. But he is 
far from admitting that homesickness is to be entirely explained upon the 
basis of sexuality. As the author sums up in conclusion : " In the period 
of puberty there arise under the influence of inner seeretional processes, 
of which the significance for psychology is just as important as unrecog- 
nized, certain new sensations, perceptions, feelings, of which the individ- 
ual can make nothing." " If the individual concerned is distant from his 
homeland, this group of feelings will be connected with the indeterminate, 
but related homesickness, and, moreover, will be interpreted as such." 

Savilla Alice Elkus. 

Vassak College. 



joubnals and new books. 

THE PHILOSOPHICAL EEVIEW. May, 1914. Why the Mind 
Seems to he and Yet Can not be Produced by the Brain (257-270) : H. 
Wildon Carr. - The mind and the brain function only in union with each 
other, and that is why the mind seems to be produced by the brain; and 
yet brain and mind are " absolutely incommensurable," the brain being 
material and spatial, the mind being non-spatial and temporal (pure 
duration), and that is why the mind can not be produced by the brain. 
Roger Bacon and Experimental Method in the Middle Ages (pp. 271-298) : 
Lynn Thorndike. - An inquiry into Bacon's discussion of experimental 
science, correcting the view that great originality is due to Bacon, and 
maintaining that his conception represents an " important movement of 
the time in the direction of experimental method." The actual status of 



